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TELEOLOGY AND PRAGMATISM: A NOTE 

I HAVE read with interest Mr. Warbeke 's article on "A Medieval 
Aspect of Pragmatism." The point of real significance appears 

to be the attempt to turn the pragmatic theory that true knowledge 
is predication that leads to good results, into a tacit admission of the 
teleological character of reality. The formula would be 

Reality ..... True knowledge ........ Good Results 
Reality ..... False knowledge ........ Bad results 

Stripped of all adornment, the reasoning is that since true knowl- 
edge on the one hand refers to the real world and in some sense 
depicts it, and at the same time leads to good results, reality must be 
of such a character as to lead to good results. For if the content 
which is known is not teleological, how can the knowledge of it be so, 
knowledge being nothing but a report of that content? 

It is difficult to avoid pointing out the logical flaw in the argu- 
ment in the very statement of it. Because reality as known is teleo- 
logical is no proof that reality as such, is. By ibeing known, the 
pragmatist might reply, the purposive character breaks out. An 
unsuspected poison operating on an ignorant victim may not be 
looked upon as tending to realize an end, though it may cause an 
event. But the same poison as known by the chemist may be used 
to destroy insects which are spoiling our crops. The act of knowl- 
edge may be the very factor that renders the world practically 
rational. If it be objected that the point is that the good results 
are the criteria of knowledge, it may be replied that while the satis- 
factory utilization of a content establishes its validity, it does not 
follow that the content as such is something purposive. While I 
admit all the implications contained in the constant reference to the 
varieties of pragmatism, I believe that most brands of the doctrine 
would modify Mr. Warbeke's formula to 

Real World ....... Qua truly known ........ Good results 
which of course is a quite different matter. 

ROBERTS B. OWEN. 
COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY. 
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